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It seems that every
few months a new
book is published
with the tagline “the
next Hunger
Games” hopefully
emblazoned on its
cover —usually
dystopian, usually
with a cynical
female protagonist
and usually, justa
bit disappointing.

This is why | am
recommending
Sally Green’s
brilliant debut Half
Bad. If you loved
Suzanne Collins’s
epic trilogy, then
Half Bad is for you.

There is no Battle
Royale-style
television show, it
doesn’t feature a
cynical teenage girl
with abow and
arrow and there are
no tortured love
triangles with
handsome bakers
here, but stay with
me. It’s got witches.

I mean that in the
best possible way,
because Half Bad is
are-imagining of a
familiar concept.

In Green’s world,
there are white
witches and black
witches. And in this
modern-day Britain,
humans and
witches co-exist.

White (good)
control and monitor
their fellow witches,
keeping them safe
from their black
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for afather,and a
white witch for a
mother, Nathan is
half good, half bad.
Nathan s, in short,
aproblem.

Tense, gripping
and bursting with
originality, thisis a
story that will
constantly surprise
you. In adeparture
from the bleak
realism of most
dystopian fiction,
Half Bad is about
magic but it is magic
unlike anything you
will have read
before, with strictly
no broomsticks.

With a baddie to
rival Lord Voldemort
and atenacious
teenage rogue as its
hero, Half Bad is
sure to be a massive
global success.

The film rights
have already been
sold, so you’d better

(bad) counterparts. ;
Thisis wherethe | 96treading!
book’s hero, Sarah Mitchell
Nathan, comes in. Edinburgh,
With ablack witch | WestEnd
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When Pam Ann flies into
town, it’s usually best to

duck for cover.

Theself-styled Australian “air bitch”
mixes trolley dolly glamourwith a sense of
the outrageous and awicked witaimed at
anyonein the audience whois deemed
“economy”, whichisjustabouteveryone.

Brisbane and Melbourne are feeling the
afterburn of herlastflyingvisitand sheis
nowbound for the UKto arrive at the
Glasgow International Comedy Festival.

Pam, alter ego of the charmingand
straight-talking comedienne Caroline Reid,
isnotoneto spare anyone’s feelings but
Glasgowisagigandacity thatisveryclose
toherheart.

She said: “Listen to merightnow. Tome,
the Glaswegiansare the heartand soul of
comedyand, honestly,Idon’tbeataround
the bush, I'tellitlikeitis.

“I'have always said New Yorkers areright
onyour tailbut Glaswegians are one of
the best comedyaudiencesin the world
becausetheyloveagoodtime - and they
loveagood drink.

“Ihearthem from mydressingroomand,
inmyhead, theyare alllike pitbull terriers
onleadswhowantto go forawalkbutthey
arenotallowed.

“ThenIcomeoutandletthemoffthelead =~ CHEEKY... Caroline Reid playing her sassy character

andtheyarealllike, ‘Raaar!.Idon’tsaythat
abouteveryone. Glasgow, [adore.”

Shewill be flyingto the UK, of course, butifshe
hasherwayitwill be low-key and incognito,
which s all for the benefit of her show, Fly.

Shesaid: “Ilike to gounder theradar. IfI get
recognised, fine. That makes my trip wonderful
because everyoneisso gorgeousandlovely to
mebut, ifpeople don’trecognise me, I find that
better because I can gather material.

“Prettymuch thewhole of the firstactisbased
onmytrip outto Australia, soitwill be different
whenIcometothe UK.

“Everythingwill be topicaland will gointoan
hour of fresh, brand new material thathasn’t
evenbeentried and tested.

“Everythingisreally offthe cuff.”

Sheincludes everythingthataffects theairline
industry, sothe disappearance of the Malaysian
airliner willlikely feature, but she makesno
apologiesforit.

She said: “Ihave to acknowledge everything
thathappensintheindustry, especiallywhenI
amontourand haveashowon.

“You can’tignore the elephantin the room. You
may come out offending some people and you
maynot -butthat’s the job of whatIdo.”

At45, Pamisnearingvintage statusand
Caroline admitsherlongevityhas come as
somethingofasurprise toher.

Shesaid: “Ithinkwhen myfirstreview said,
‘Thisisaone-trick pony, itwill neverwork,’ I
thought, ‘Ithaslegs, I'llgive thisago’.

“Obviouslythe airlineindustryback then was
so domestic - there were nolow-cost carriers
andpeopledidn’tflyalotwhenIstarted,
especiallyin Australia.

“The character hasevolved justastheairline
and travelindustry has evolved butI could never
have foreseen thathappening, alongwith social
mediaand everythingattached to that.Iguess

peoplerelate toitbecause theyfly, they see
different cabin crews, theyfly to different
destinations - everyone has an airline story.

“Talwaysliked the airlineindustrybutit’sa
character that, to be honest, was a complete fluke.

“Ijustthought, ‘Thisisfun, I'll dressuplikean
airhostess and verbally abuse people’.

“What’snottolove?Ididitand itworked.

“Itwasjustalittleidea thatgrew out of
something, which became amonster.”

PamAnn’sappeal has stretched to sell-out
tours, herown TV talkshow, hostingalive
broadcastofthe Sydney Mardi Gras and even
providingin-flightentertainment for the 40th
birthday of Elton John’s partner David Furnish.

Her celebrity fansinclude Madonna.

Perhaps, notsurprisingly, Caroline’s
ambitionsbeyond Pam Ann arelimited.

Shesaid: “I'mnotreallyinterested, tobe
honest.Ican’tbebothered.'m45.

“Ijustwantto do her untilIgo to the grave. If
she cankeep mein thelifestyle and the travel
world, then great.

“IreallywanttodoaPam AnnmoviebutIhave
no desire tobecome aserious actress.

“Notatall. Noteven aserious comedian.Idon’t
knowwhereIamplaced.

“Ididn’teven thinkIcould do thisin the first
place, sofor the character to have allowed me to
achievewhatIhaveis great.

“IfTwasreallyinterested in doing other things,
itwould notnecessarilybe anythingto do
withthearts.

“Iwouldlove tobe ajetskiteacherat St Martin
inthe Caribbean. Thatsoundslike a greatlife.
Ithinkthose things are farmore interesting.”

H PamAnn'sFlyisattheKing's Theatre,
Glasgow, onMarch25aspartof the Glasgow
International Comedy Festival. Box office
08432086000 or www.atgtickets.com

BRENDAN COLE

Buckle up
for some
turbulence

Comedienne Caroline Reid on winging it with alter-ego
Pam Ann ahead of what’s set to be a raucous Glasgow gig

JET-SETTING...
Pam Ann is now
bound for the UK
for the Glasgow
International
Comedy Festival

] | |

Licence to Thrill is the name of Cole’s
2014 tour, which focuses on Latin and
ballroom dancing.

The Music Hall is an odd choice of
venue —arectangular hall with the
stage at one end and no tiered seating
in the stalls. The live band made up for
it with, somewhat unsurprisingly, a
number of Bond tunes.

Largely, the show features more

upbeat numbers, with a few slow
dances in between. Despite the
phenomenal success of Strictly, this
sort of thing surely has a niche appeal.

Ballet at least tells a story, this is
really a display of technical
proficiency and ‘Oh, isn’t he nice’,
patter that Cole’s aged fanbase
lapped up.

The highlight may have been the

Q&A session during the second half,
which saw Cole meet his supporters
—including a 100-year-old woman.

The penultimate number, rather
predictably, was a version of the Dirty
Dancing routine, before Cole and his
troupe kept the 80s theme alive
dancing to Footloose.

One for fans only.

KYLE REID

HRVE A SAY... The National Theatre of Scotland wants your views

Make a show of
your views on

the referendum

STEVEHENDRY

The deadline to take
part in the National
Theatre of Scotland’s
The Great Yes, No,
Don’t Know, Five
Minute Theatre Show is

fast approaching.

Aseries oflive scenes, songs, skits,
rants and dramas, itwill allowanyone,
anywhere, to have their creative say on
the mostimportantdecisioninthe
country’s historyin modern times.

Anyone cantake partbywriting,
devising, directing, performingand
producinga piece of theatre thatis
five minuteslong.

There arenosetskillsrequirements
and norequired qualifications, other
thanagoodidea, dramaticflairand
some bravery.

However, the closing date for
submissions to the showis 5pm next
Sunday, March 23.

The event's co-curator, David Greig,
said: “The Great Yes, No, Don’t Know,
Five Minute Theatre Showwillbe an
extraordinary celebration of the

democraticand creative spirit that
existsin Scotland.

“Over one tremendous dayin June
wewill bringtogether hundreds of
plays, sketches, songs, polemics and
poemsmade by groups around the
country, aswell solicitinginput from
some of Scotland’s bestwritingand
performingtalents.

“Atthiskeymomentin the nation’s
historyit’saway for Scotland to speak to
itself- notin formal political tones but
inarelaxed, rambunctious, celebratory
and personal way.

“And, crucially, it’s a chance for
everyoneto contribute, notjusta
political or artistic elite.

“It'sgoingtobeaspecial eventand
whetheryoufindyourselflisteningtoa
songfrom Skye at fourin the morning,
watchingashowinalive hub, or
enjoyingalaughinthe comfortof
your own homewithadrambeside
you, it'sbound to be full of very
memorable moments.

“Don’tjustcome along - take part.”

H Togetinvolved visit:
www.fiveminutetheatre.com

Full details are available online at:
www.nationaltheatrescotland.com




